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Economic Stratification
● Other forms of stratification: gender, race, 

religious
● Caste vs. class
● Poverty

– Objective
– Subjective

● 1 billion people live on less than $1 per day
● 11 million children die every year; 30,000 per 

day
● Why are women and children most affected?

Global Inequality
● first-world, second-world, third-world
● developed vs. developing countries
● Human Development Index

– life expectancy
– literacy rates
– GDP

Human Development Index



  

 

Poverty Indicators U.S. Inequality

U.S. Inequality Structural Functionalism
● Stratification regulates society; helps 

complex societies work
● Rewards are related to importance
● Limitations:

– assumes it is necessary
– supports the status quo



  

 

Social-Conflict/Marxism
● Stratification equates to inequality
● Marxist approach:

– position in hierarchy is determined by 
relationship to means of production

● bourgeoisie
● proletariat

– capitalism will lead to collective conscience 
and revolution

● Why no revolution?

Dependency Theory
● Marxism at the 

global scale
● core countries 

exploit peripheral 
countries

● maintains power 
and wealth 
imbalance

peripheryperiphery

semi-peripherysemi-periphery

corecore

resources

goods

goods
resources

Concluding Thoughts...
● What can be done about stratification?

– global scale
– national scale

Class Questions


